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Rupi Kaur, author of Milk and Honey

Public Libraries are meant to help the public develop a love of books and reading while also
p@ding free access to resources they may not otherwise have available. These libraries are the
bedrock of our society. The idea that ‘milk and honey’, a book that has provided millions of people
with support and comfort might now be banned from a public library breaks my heart. My readers
have shared that they love this book because it helped them process some of life's most painful
experiences from abuse to heartbreak. I've been told it's even helped young people recognize that
they were being sexually assaulted. This recognition is lifesaving. 82% of sexual assault victims are
girls under the age of 18. Taking away books that explore this abuse for the purpose of healing and
catharsis doesn't erase the fact that abuse happens in real life- it just takes away another support
system from those who need it most.
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The Jewish Community Relations Conncil ﬁ
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United Against Book Bans Resolution
Approved by a vote of the JCRC at the April 24, 2023 meeting.

The American Library Association reported 1,269 attempts to censor library books and
resources in 2022, the highest number of attempted book bans since ALA began compiling data
about censorship in libraries more than 20 years ago.

Jewish reasoning for opposing state and local book bans is rooted in a number of core values
and beliefs that are central to Jewish tradition and culture. Some of these reasons include:

1. Respect for knowledge and learning: Judaism places a high value on knowledge and
learning. Jewish tradition emphasizes the importance of studying and questioning, and
recognizes the power of education to transform individuals and society. Book bans
represent a threat to this value by limiting access to information and ideas.

2. Commitment to freedom of expression: Judaism has a long tradition of valuing freedom
of expression and resisting censorship. Jewish history is full of examples of Jews who
spoke out against oppression and challenged the status quo. Book bans represent a
form of censorship that runs counter to Jewish values of free speech and expression.

3. Resistance to oppression: Jewish history is also marked by periods of oppression and
persecution. Throughout these periods, Jews have resisted efforts to silence them and
have worked to preserve their culture and identity. Book bans can be seen as part of a
larger pattern of oppression and as a threat to Jewish culture and identity.

4. Embrace of diversity and pluralism: Jewish tradition recognizes the value of diversity and
pluralism. Jews have historically lived in many different cultures and have been
influenced by a wide range of ideas and perspectives. Book bans represent a narrow,
one-sided view of the world that runs counter to Jewish values of tolerance and
understanding.

Therefore, it is antithetical to Jewish values to ban books, as such a policy would be contrary to
our fundamental beliefs and practices. The banning of books limits the pursuit of knowledge and
the exploration of new ideas, which are essential to Jewish learning and scholarship.

Furthermore, the Jewish tradition teaches us to approach even controversial or challenging
ideas with an open mind and a willingness to engage with them thoughtfully and critically. The



Talmud instructs us to “seek out the truth from whoever says it" (Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 23a),
and to engage in respectful debate and discussion with those who hold differing viewpoints.

Banning books also runs counter to Jewish cultural values, which have historically been
characterized by a deep appreciation for the power of the written word. From the Torah to the
Talmud to contemporary Jewish literature, the written word has always been central to Jewish

life and culture. Banning books would therefore represent a serious affront to Jewish cultural
heritage.

As a Jewish community, we stand firm in our commitment to the pursuit of knowledge and the
free exchange of ideas. We must resist any attempts to ban books or limit access to information,
as such actions run counter to our most deeply held beliefs and practices.

Therefore, the Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater New Orleans supports
taking the following action steps:
¢ Speak out publicly against book bans and advocate for the protection of the freedom to
read.
¢ Educate the Jewish community, the general public and public officials about the
importance of free and open access to information, and the dangers of book banning.
e Advocate for legislative and administrative action at the local and state level that protects
intellectual freedom and access to information.
e Build or join coalitions with other organizations and individuals who share a commitment
to opposing book bans.
e Monitor and respond to instances of book banning and censorship in the community, and
take action to oppose these efforts.
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Thank you to the St Tammany Parish Library Board of Control for the opportunity to be
heard.

This opportunity is, of course, one of the beautiful things about a public library. It is a space
where people can share different thoughts and perspectives in a respectful manner, for the
betterment of all of us.

As an author and educator, whose books have been targeted for erasure, I want to respond
to the claims that our books are harmful to young people.

As a professional educator, who has spent the past 20+ years studying, teaching, and
writing about body safety and autonomy for young people, I am both familiar with, and
disturbed by, the many ways that young people are harmed, mostly by adults, and
sometimes by peers. Often this violence is sexual or gender based.

We know that young people cannot speak out about the ways they are being harmed if they
lack the language to do so. Our books, which are created collaboratively with parents and
mental health professionals, contain lifesaving information for young people, explaining to
them precisely what bullying, harassment, and abuse can be, and what they can do about it
if they, or someone they know, is being targeted or experiencing violence.

I am deeply concerned that under the guise of “protecting children”, adults are trying to
prevent young people from accessing this lifesaving information. Ishudder to think of why
an adult would not want a child to be able to recognize abuse, and speak about it.

Some claim that out books are pornographic. This is a lie. Laws offer us definitions
regarding what is and is not obscene material. None of our books fit these definitions, and
they have never been found by any medical or legal authority to fall under this category.
People may not like our books, but that does not make them pornographic or obscene.

To the contrary, the tens of thousands of families, teachers, and professionals who read and
use our books in their homes, classrooms, and clinics tell me that far from being
pornographic, our books provide an opportunity for young people to learn, with trusted
adults, about their bodies and their rights in ways that are not sexualized, but boundaried
and inclusive. This opinion is shared by the committees of educators and librarians who
have awarded our books with multiple awards in both Canada and the United States.

What those who call our books pornographic seem to actually mean is that they don't like
the education our books offer. They may not like the way our books include more types of
families. They may not like that our books reflect the beauty of lesbian, gay, bisexual
families, of trans and nonbinary people, of intersex people, of disabled people. They may
wish for a time when books told only the stories that are familiar to them and reflect their
family. This is their right. They can choose to never look at our books, or to not share them
with their own families. But I sincerely hope that they will not be empowered to tell other
families what to read and how to speak. I hope they do not have the right to deny that we
live in a world that is rich and beautiful not in spite of our differences but because of them.




Finally, I hope that the board affirms the trust that most of us put in our libraries and our
librarians. Librarians are trained to be the trusted guides to young people (and the rest of
us) helping us all access information we seek to make sense of our world, to live with each
other in ways that feel respectful and safe. Librarians are not there to tell us what to read
or not read, what to learn or not learn. They are vital community partners helping us, and
our children, safely navigate the overwhelming sea of information and misinformation of
our age.

Thank you for your time.

Cory Silverberg
May 18, 2023
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The Director’s Report:

[t is very helpful to see the cost per challenge, noting it doesn’t include the reading of
the books that range from 32 to 700 pages or if I'm reading it right, it also does not
include the costs of postage, paper, any additional copies of the books past one and
other supplies or the opportunity cost for other projects that may be delayed, such
as the strategic plan. So, this estimate is a conservative one.

Most every book on our challenged list, the number and method of production constitute an abuse of our
system. Those of us who have been following the attack on our library are exasperated with the behavior of
the few entitled complainers who've submitted statements of concern, who do not even read the books, yet
cost our system time and money meant for the majority of parish residents.

We might conclude that the STPL reconsideration process is in need of changes to
meet the current environment of book banning viruses. It is not okay that a dozen
complainants are going to cost the rest of us paying taxes about $85K (408*209).
One complainant alone is responsible for $70K of this amount. And this process is
on track to last 3 years, if there are no more SOCs submitted. This amount does not
take into account the PRRs submitted and the new person hired to do that job.

Challenging our freedom of speech should be an intentional process that takes
several days instead of a few minutes and a knee-jerk reaction.

Here are a few ideas I've read about that may make sense:

e One of the amendments to SB7, which is still active in the current Louisiana
legislative session, requires between 10-20 patrons objecting to the same
material in order to trigger a review process. It should not include one
complainant signing for a FB group. Individuals should be the complainants.

o IfSB7 is adopted, it would be reasonable for each of the patrons objecting to
the material to complete their own original Statement of Concern. With more
than one complainant, we’d likely not all prepare for, assume the cost of and
spend the time reviewing a book at an LBOC meeting for which no complainant
appears.

e Limit SOC submittal to card carrying patrons

» Require a patron to come to the branch to collect an SOC form rather than
make them so easily available online.
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Please use one form for each agenda item you wish to comment on.

_L/I{mt wish to speak but would like my written comment below added to the public record of this
meeting. (Your name wijl| not be called to approach the Board to speak.)
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This information is a Public Record.
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PUBLIC COMMENT
JUNE 5, 2023 MEETING OF THE ST TAMMANY PARISH LIBRARY BOARD OF CONTROL

Please print all information. Please return to designated library staff member.
Please use one form for each agenda item you wish to comment on.

! | do not wish to speak but would like my written comment below added to the public record of this
meeting. (Your name will not be called to approach the Board to speak.)
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Please print all information. Please return to designated library staff member.
Please use one form for each agenda item you wish to comment on.

\/_ 1do not wish to speak but would like my written comment below added to the public record of this
meeting. (Your name will not be called to approach the Board to speak.)
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PUBLIC COMMENT
JUNE 5, 2023 MEETING OF THE ST TAMMANY PARISH LIBRARY BOARD OF CONTROL

Please print all information. Please return to designated library staff member.
Please use one form for each agenda item you wish to comment on.

ﬁ | do not wish to speak but would like my written comment below added to the public record of this
meeting. (Your name will not be called to approach the Board to speak.)
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Please print all information. Please return to designated library staff member.
Please use one form for each agenda item you wish to comment on.

ir_ | do not wish to speak but would like my written comment below added to the public record of this
meeting. (Your name will not be called to approach the Board to speak.)
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PUBLIC COMMENT
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Please print all information. Please return to designated library staff member.
Please use one form for each agenda item you wish to comment on.
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meeting. (Your name will not be called to approach the Board to speak.)
Agenda Item #: __

T T ht f | s 1] o ) I\ i H O .-
L/ r'.ll\_}. .'1?’ 'UJI.B L"'I.l" f'ﬂ_-'b .I'i f-f j"E I.ﬁ'.'--';. f.;'( Ta-ﬁf:..{l hUCJ'II(-. f‘fﬂl—? -'r .-’l-' Ep'{.:‘t?f\_h
T
T0 _¥¢ A i :J.nr--f.:.-”rlrm?cwfJ S iect” Oh y o /e LoToy S
L
T § & J
Clovpsdcard suys tem
B ||l
FULL NAME: ~50an SEmen

™ i =1 il T
ADDRESS: _ L0 yinpfim 70133
|
This information is a Publi : v




PUBLIC COMMENT
JUNE 5, 2023 MEETING OF THE ST TAMMANY PARISH LIBRARY BOARD OF CONTROL
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