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LIBRARY TO UNEARTH A STORY WITH DINOSAUR-THEMED SUMMER READING 
CHALLENGE 
 
ST. TAMMANY –St. Tammany Parish Library (STPL)’s 2026 Summer Reading Challenge (SRC), “Unearth a 
Story,” will begin for all ages on May 21. Patrons can register using the online tool Beanstack or in 
person at any of the library’s 12 branches. 

To celebrate the start of SRC, the library will host two kickoff parties from 4 to 7 p.m. on both sides of 
the parish. 

• Thursday, May 21: Madisonville Branch (1123 Main St.) 
• Friday, May 22: Slidell Branch (555 Robert Blvd.) 

Kickoff party attendees will get a first look at this summer’s exciting special guests, performances, 
programs and more. With this year’s theme, Unearth a Story, the library has been dino-fied with 
dinosaur-themed decorations, crafts and events. 

Both kickoff parties are free and open to the public and will be filled with dinosaur fun. The Dinosaur 
Experience will be at both events, with several shows in the large meeting rooms to accommodate 
audience demand. The traveling rock experience, We Dig, will present on geodes, give away gemstones 
and will have a baby dino for guests to meet.  

Families can also enjoy popcorn, cotton candy, and Blue Bell ice cream while visiting several community 
tables. Parents wanting to learn about swim safety should visit the Goldfish Swim School and the 
Department of Health tables for more information. Other guests will include 94.7 the Lake radio station, 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the Daughters of the American Revolution.  
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https://www.thedinosaurexperience.com/
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https://www.facebook.com/p/We-dig-100090457474626/


STPL provides riveting learning and entertainment opportunities for residents throughout the Summer 
Reading Challenge. This initiative promotes engagement in literary and creative activities across all age 
groups. Primarily, the SRC serves to mitigate the "Summer Slide," preventing the loss of academic 
knowledge in school-aged children during their break. Furthermore, the program provides lifelong 
learning for all ages, offering teens and adults a variety of age-appropriate classes and special guest 
presentations. 

Visit the library’s Summer Reading page at sttammanylibrary.org/SummerReading to learn more about 
the challenge, register, and view all the upcoming programs in the Summer Reading Guide. 

 
### 

The St. Tammany Parish Library has been serving the citizens of St. Tammany Parish for over seventy-five 
years. Our twelve branches offer over 542,000 loanable items, including books, CDs, DVDs, audiobooks, 

and magazines. We have a thirteenth branch, the Mobile Library, that brings library resources to our 
elderly and homebound patrons with our Books-by-Mail and Lobby Stop services. The library’s website 

offers 24/7 access to downloadable audio and e-books, music downloads, research tools, magazines, and 
newspapers. Our programs and services are designed to meet residents’ cultural, informational, 

educational, and recreational needs. 
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