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Fw: [External] Board Packets, Book Resumes

From: Lisa Rustemeyer 
Sent: Saturday, April 18, 2026 4:36:33 PM
To: lboc <lboc@stpl.us>
Cc: Council Members <councilmembers@stpgov.org>; Trevor Collings <trevor.collings@stpl.us>; Willie Swett

Subject: [External] Board Packets, Book Resumes

Make part of the record for Monday night's meeting, please.

Dear Board Members,

I  perused the sixty-three book resumes that are part of the information for Monday night now posted on the website.  I looked at
all the 'Other LIbrary Holdings' for each title with interest.

Sample entry from the Book Resumes compiled for Monday's board meeting (Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic):

OTHER LIBRARY HOLDINGS
 Held in 3,242 libraries. 
Marshall (TX) Public Library – Adult Non-fiction 
Lamar County (MS) Library System – Young Adult Graphic Biographies 
Decatur (AL) Public Library – Adult Graphic Novels

As you can see it shows how many libraries in the country have this title and then a sampling of two or three of those libraries,
which I notice appear to be selected as peer libraries in states close to Louisiana.  Where these titles are shelved at these peer
libraries should be taken under advisement.  

Please look down over the materials and notice this entry for each title. Not one shows that any of these listed libraries
restricts any of these titles STPL has behind the desk!  And I saw several of the ones on our list for Monday that are shelved in
the teen or young adult sections in peer libraries.  Thirty three have awards, mentions or other distinctions.  And, if you recall, there
were eleven Louisiana peer libraries contacted as to whether they had a restricted section like St Tammany's and zero of them
have this level of censorship.  

What distinction are we going for here with books restricted behind the desk?   This censorship is unwarranted, solves no actual
patron problem, is expensive in terms of staff time, energy and work satisfaction for those who looked forward to actually helping
make the library a place ready for the future and for the benefit of all citizens.  Yet more and more of it appears on the agenda
with the resolutions put forward.  Does the board plan to continue to hide more and more books and create more and more
busywork for librarians?  I hope not. 

Sincerely,

Lisa Rustemeyer
Mandeville 70448

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.sttammanylibrary.org_wp-2Dcontent_uploads_sites_44_2026_04_Book-2DResumes-2D04-2D20-2D2026.pdf&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=SU-pYirtZ1yYC3xI012PTHIrRM9L6qYCota5mwjhYq0&m=pU1G7v7jjpBM8iu-OEvF1NfUML9lWckRulZMHzd3s8L1fgOUrI8VxUkBb3VeBBSA&s=zzc6v_7akou_9JlTXJN9B8DDzj0LJpW1TfgiZrMlifQ&e=





























